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Principal’s Note 

Parents and Guardians, 

     Decisions, decisions, decisions!  We are just 
finishing our first six weeks of second semester 
which means we are going to blink and the year 
will be over.  This is that pivotal time when we 
start thinking about next year.  That means we are 
talking about things like course choices, elective 
sign ups, what school you are attending next year 
and zero hour.  All of this is being done online 
through the AERIES parent portal.  Thank you to 
all of you that have helped make sure that your 
student’s choices were discussed, chosen and 
inputted as you would like.  If you have missed 
the deadline for online submission, please note 
that you will need to talk to your student’s 
counselor.  If you are the parent/guardian of an 8th 
grader that will mean contact with a high school 
counselor to make sure you get your course 
requests submitted. 
     I am excited to announce a new club and 
opportunity on campus this spring.  In partnership 
with Safe Routes to School Sonoma County, PJHS 
and Sixth Grade Academy will be offering an after 
school bike club.  If your student is interested in 
participating in the club, please have them come 
get a flyer and/or sign up in the office. The club 
will meet each Wednesday for four weeks 
beginning on Feb. 21 from 2-3:30pm and will 
focus on things like bike safety, basic repairs, and 
will culminate in a ride to Three Twins for ice 
cream.  The bike club is free but space is limited 
to 15 students who must already have a bike, so 
please make sure your student comes to the office 
ASAP to reserve their spot. 

     As always, thank you for your ongoing support 
of our students, faculty and community.  We could 
not do it without you. 

~Renée  

 

Yearbook News 

Attention Bantams!! 

Pre-order your 

2017-2018PJHS Yearbook on-line! 

This year our yearbook costs $50. Go to 
www.jostens.com to order your yearbook today. 

LAST DAY TO ORDER A YEARBOOK IS  

Friday, May 11, 2018 

DON’T WAIT OR YOU’LL MISS OUT! 

●Yearbooks will not be sold at school● 

NO EXCEPTIONS 

 

Coffee with the Principal & School Tour 

     Coffee with the Principal & School Tour is 
once a month from 9:30-10:30am and starts in the 
Conference Room located in the Office. Come on 
in to talk, give feedback, ask questions or just 
introduce yourselves to Renée.  For those of you 
who like to plan ahead, here is the schedule for 
this school year: 

� 2018� 
February 15th, March 15th, 

April 19th & May 10th 



  

 

Counseling Corner            

All PJHS Students and Parents: 
     The second semester is underway and report 
cards with final first semester grades were sent out 
in January.  The 4th grading period which is the 1st 
grading period of the 2nd semester ends Monday, 
January 22nd. The next Progress Report will be 
sent home shortly afterwards and available in the 
student and parent portal.  Now is a good time to 
remember our promotion policy.  Students are 
required to earn 110 credits during their two years 
at PJHS.  This means that students can only get 2 
semester F’s their entire time with us.  Students 
who do not earn 110 credits by the end of their 8th 
grade year will not be able to go through the 
promotion ceremony, go on the 8th grade field trip, 
or go to the 8th grade promotion dance.   
     Please continue to monitor and encourage your 
students to use their planner, visit the teacher 
websites, Google Classroom and their student 
Aeries portal to monitor work and grades.  For 
extra support, all teachers are available to help 
students when needed at break and during specific 
office hours. Homework Hangout, coordinated by 
our librarian is offered Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays & Fridays from 2:45 – 3:45pm in the 
library.    
     If you have any questions regarding your 
student’s credits, please contact your child’s 
counselor, Ms. Horwitz (A-K), at 778-4730 or Ms. 
Leigh at 778-4729.  

7
th

 Grade Students and Parents:  
     On January 18th & 19th, Ms. Horwitz and Ms. 
Leigh visited all 7th grade science classrooms to 
talk about 8th grade electives sign ups.  We asked 
parents to go on-line to the Aeries Parent Portal to 
sign up their student for their first choice elective 
and an alternate one. All students who were not 
signed up for an elective were called into the 
counseling office and asked about their elective 
choices. Please feel free to call your student’s 
counselor if you have any questions.   

 

8
th

 Grade Students and Parents: 
     Representatives from Petaluma High School 
came to talk to our 8th graders in their Science 
classes on January 22nd & 23rd. Students made 
course requests on-line using their I-Pads and 
parents had a window of time to update or approve 
their student’s choices. Students can turn in any 
leftover PHS forms to the PJHS counselors or take 
them directly to PHS. Petaluma High School is 
hosting an AP/Honors Information Evening on 
Thursday, February 22nd starting at 6:00 in their 
multi- purpose room.  Snacks and conversation 
will start at 5:30 in the quad.       
     If your student is planning on going to Casa 

Grande High School, please contact the registrar 
at Casa for enrollment forms. 

       English Department 

     Students in PJHS’s eighth grade English 
classes are very busy this time of year as they 
prepare for the rigors of high school. Mr. Day’s 
8th grade students are immersed in their study of 
immigration through current events, the fictional 
novel The Crossing, and the nonfiction text 
Enrique’s Journey. In Ms. Sullivan’s 8th grade 
classes, students completed research papers on 
World War II, enjoyed the short story “The 
Weapon,” and also are studying compound 
sentences, colons, semicolons, and commas in 
preparation for an upcoming test.  In addition to 
studying punctuation and grammar, Ms. Sullivan’s 
Advanced English 8 classes are currently reading 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn and considering the 
role of women in the early part of the 20th 
century.  
     In 7th grade, Ms. Kneeland’s classes have just 
finished a unit on academic vocabulary and are 
beginning a unit on Greek and Latin roots.  In 
addition, they are all now expert editors as they 
have learned to edit their essays (and their peer’s 
essays) using formal editing symbols. They have 
finished their reading of the classic The Pearl and 
will soon begin Gary Soto’s short story collection 

Baseball in April. Ms. Mantoani’s 7A students 
have just finished Julius Caesar and now can 



  

 

identify ethos, logos, and pathos in both 
persuasive speech and advertising. Students wrote 
an expository essay examining the rhetorical 
devices used to persuade Brutus to participate in 
the assassination of Caesar. In English 7 and EL 
7/8, Ms. Mantoani’s students enjoyed reading The 

Outsiders and were able to apply the topics of 
stereotyping, growing up, and exclusion to their 
own lives. In Ms. Jimenez’s and Ms. Mantoani’s 
classes students will soon study the Jim Crow 
south through the novel Roll of Thunder, Hear My 

Cry.  
     During the month of March, 7th graders will be 
given a placement assessment during English 
class.  The exam will assess each student’s 
progress in reading, writing, and language.  In 
conjunction with CAASPP scores and current 
class progress, the placement assessment will be 
used to determine whether a student will be most 
successful in English 8 or English 8A.  Parents 
will receive placement information during early 
May along with more information about each 
course.  In concordance with district policy, 
families will also receive information on how to 
change their child’s initial placement, should they 
wish to do so.  
     The English department looks forward to an 
exciting spring filled with great books and 
insightful student response.  However, students 
only become good readers when they read often 
and avidly, both for school and for pleasure. Here 
is a great list of ways you can help your child 
become a lover of text, both nonfiction and fiction. 
Happy reading!! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

♦ Important dates &  
the attendance policy 

are at the end of this 

document. ♦ 
 

 

History Department         

7th grade History 

     We are excited to announce our participation in 
History Day 2018. This year’s theme is “Standing 
for Change and Equality in History”. Sixth and 
seventh grade students will research examples of 
individuals or groups that stood up in history for 

change and equality. Eighth graders will focus on 
an individual of the Civil War. This research will 
result in a final project that may be on display 
during Open House on May 3, 2018. 

8th grade History  

     Mr. Radke’s 8th Grade U.S. History classes are 
firing up the Westward Expansion unit.  Students 
will be learning about Lewis and Clark, the Trail 
of Tears, the Mexican-American War, and the 
addition of new territories to the Union. 
     Mr. Carroll’s U.S. History classes are focusing 
on Native American nations followed by the 
spread of diseases that wiped out much of their 
populations. 
 

Leadership/Yearbook  

     Leadership - The Valentine’s Dance is 
February 9th. Tickets were on sale for a week and 
the theme is Jar of Hearts. There will be a DJ 
providing music and pizza and desserts will be 
offered as usual.  
     Continuing with the year of giving, Leadership 
students wanted to fundraise for local non-profit 
organizations. The Polly Klaas foundation and 
Dogwood Animal Rescue were chosen. The class 
decided to purchase a giant teddy bear and sell 
raffle tickets from February, 6th -13th  for $3 and it 
will be raffled at lunch on Valentine’s Day. All the 
money raised will be donated to the non-profits at 
the end of the month.  
     In the coming weeks the Leadership class will 
begin to plan and prepare for the Spring Rally 
which will be held on March 16th, the last day 
before we depart for Spring Break. 



  

 

Yearbook 

     Yearbook - This year’s book is almost 
finished! There are only a few pages to complete 
and edit. Once this is done the yearbook will be 
wrapped up for the year. The group of students 
who have worked on this yearbook have been very 
focused and diligent. 

Library News                   

News from the library! 
     This school year has ushered in many changes 
in our library! We are particularly proud of our 
new Maker Space where students can participate 
in STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art 
and math) activities. It’s been extremely popular 
with students, often with long lists of students 
wanting to participate in the lunchtime activities. 
We are proud to announce that we were successful 
in our application to join the Sonoma County 
Maker Hub which provides us with a $500 grant, 
training and support so we can continue to expand 
this popular program. 
     If you stop by the library on a Friday morning 
you might find students participating in improv 
games, trying out a meditation app, or stretching 
out with our professional Yoga instructor Jessica 
Webb. These activities are part of our Mindfulness 
Fridays with programming focused on reducing 
stress and promoting self-care and we have had as 
many as 20 students show up early to school to 
participate! Funding for these programs comes 
from our PTSA - Thank you! 
     For students struggling academically, or 
students who simply need a quiet place to work 
after school, the library is open for the Homework 
Hangout after school from 2:45-3:45 every day, 
except Wednesday. Students get support in 
organization and in making progress on late and 
current assignments.  
     As the librarian, I am very excited to continue 
to grow the library program and services here at 
PJHS as I continue to work to promote curiosity, 

the critical consumption of information, team 
work, and the well-being of our students and staff. 
To learn more about our library and the exciting 
events we have planned for the future, don’t forget 
to check out the library website! 
 

Math Department               

     Welcome to the second semester!  We will be 
building on all of the skills that we worked on in 
the first semester.  The final tests just before break 
showed clear areas of strength and areas we need 
to spend more time on.  Fortunately, the CPM 
textbook always spirals back to each area so that 
things become more and more automatic. 
     7th grade students will be learning the 5D 
process, a valuable tool in learning number sense 
and equation writing.  The 7th graders have come a 
long way since the start of the school year, 
especially in explaining their solutions and 
showing their thinking in their work. It is a 
challenge sometimes to get them to slow down 
and actually think about what they are doing. 
     8th grade students finished up a unit on 
geometry- rotating, reflecting, translating and 
dilating figures on a Cartesian plane.  Students 
really enjoy this unit. It looks a bit like a video 
game, but they are working on spatial awareness, 
logical sequencing, and similarity. 
     We will now continue our work with graphs 
and explore the concept of slope in Chapter 7. 
This ties into chapters 4 and 5, and also ties in 
closely with their work in science. 
     The Math 1 students are starting Chapter 6, 
expanding on their introduction to Systems of 
Equations from last year, learning new methods to 
solve, and more real world applications. 
     The Math Department is excited to once again 
attend the annual CPM Conference in Burlingame. 
This is a great opportunity to reflect on what we 
are doing and learn more about the program from 
the masters.  It is also a chance for us to share with 
each other what we have learned. 



  

 

     Thank you to all of the parents checking the 
Portal for their student’s progress.  Homework 
completion is at an all-time high, which is 
reflected in student test scores! Daily math 
practice is crucial for success.  Just a reminder – 
all math work needs to be done in pencil, with all 
of the steps shown, so that we can follow the 
student’s solution. This way, we can tell where 
they are having trouble and where they shine!  
Thanks for your support.  

 

Physical Education Department 
www.pjhspe.com  

Mr. Dee, Ms.Fahy, Mrs. McGaughey, 

and Mr. Tucker 

    As we move into the second semester, the 7th 
grade PE classes have been participating in our 
Risk Taking & Challenge Unit which explores 
human pyramids, juggling, combatives, rope 
climbing, cargo nets and trust falls.  Safety and 
essential spotting techniques are covered and 
practiced first for each of these “challenge by 
choice” activities.  At the conclusion of the unit 
the students will be working on a reflective essay 
that is a coordinated assignment between their PE 
and English classes.   
     In February, all 7th grade students will also be 
learning the important life skill of Hands Only 
CPR through the help of the Petaluma Fire 
Department and many other community health 
volunteers. Two former PJHS students have 
already saved someone’s life after learning the 
Hands Only CPR in PE!   
     In the 8th grade classes, PE students are 
swinging their way through a square dancing unit 
which falls right into the 8th grade focus of 
“Working as a Team to Solve Problems”.  
Cooperation, teamwork and communication are 
essential for each square to be successful and to 
help students coordinate group moves through the 
various dance steps together.  While learning the 

various moves, students get the opportunity to 
work with different people and practice 
demonstrating positive social skills through their 
interactions. 

Absences/Make-ups: 
     Although it is usually 2 PE make-ups required 
for each class missed (and only 1 usually for 6th 
grade and 0 period), it is important for the student 
to talk with his/her teacher once they return from 
any absence to find out exactly what they missed 
and what they need to make up. 

PE Lunch Make-Up Schedule 
Tues 12:15 - 12:40 pm 
Wed 11:55 - 12:25 pm 
Thu 12:15 - 12:40 pm 

Medicals: 
     All medical notes (from a parent/doctor) should 
specify the student’s restrictions and/or 
modifications.  Parent notes are good for 2 class 
days; beyond that a doctor’s note is required.  
Students on medicals will be given a modified or 
alternate assignment/activity where they can still 
earn participation credit, however, please keep in 
mind that no participation/PE that day = no credit 
for that day (and it may require make up work at a 
later date to earn any credit). 

     Please visit our department website (listed 
above) for more details about dressing/PE clothes, 
make-up policies, grading and medical/health 
issues.  From there you can also link to the 
individual class websites which have additional 
information. 

PJHS ATHLETICS 
https://sites.google.com/a/petk12.org/pjhsathletics/ 

     Spring athletics are underway here at PJHS and 
that means it's time for Wrestling and Track & 
Field. Both are co-ed sports that give the 
opportunity for various student athletes to 
challenge themselves in different ways. Please 
visit the PJHS Athletics Website (link above) for 
more information! 
 



  

 

Science Update             

     In the new semester, seventh-grade science 
shifts our focus from Chemistry to Earth Science 
and Ecology (although you will still see hints of 
Chemistry where it overlaps these subjects!) We 
started out the New Year with earthquakes and 
volcanoes as our window into the structure of the 
Earth. Please ask your students what Plate 
Tectonics is and to explain the different motions at 
plate boundaries.  
     As spring progresses, the front circle will be 
our outdoor classroom when we shift our focus to 
ecology. Students will study the present habitat 
and research ways to make the front circle a better 
place for native animals. 
     Eighth grade science students will be starting to 
focus on physics.  We will be measuring and 
timing each other walking, seeing how the motion 
of a marble changes as it rolls down a ramp, and 
building and racing balloon powered cars.  We 
will observe and describe the effects of many 
different forces that affect us in our daily lives, 
like gravity, friction and elastic forces. 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES  

ON  

NEXT PAGE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Attendance Line Phone #:  778-4726 (24 Hours) 

ABSENCES 

Absences due to doctor/dentist appointments, 

illness, court, family bereavement, and religious 

holidays are the ONLY excused absences by 

State Law. 

1. ALL ABSENCES MUST BE VERIFIED.  It 
is necessary for a parent/guardian to send a 
note, a doctor’s verification, call the 
Attendance line or email the Student Records 
Clerk, Sue Stockham, at 
sstockham@petk12.org.  The following 
information MUST be included in your 
absence note: 

a) Exact number of days and dates  
      absent 
b) The specific reason for the absence 
c) Signature of parent/guardian 
d) Date the note is written 

2. Upon returning to school, students must take 
the absence notes to the Attendance Desk. 

3. A student who has missed 2 class periods 
during the school day is not eligible to 
participate in any student activity that occurs 
after school on the same day, unless he/she is 
cleared by the administration. 

4. Absences which are not cleared in the office 
within 3 days will be considered “cuts” and 
will be referred to the Assistant Principal. 

5. On any day of an absence, you can go on-line 
and refer to your Parent Portal account 
(located in AERIES) or you can email the 
teacher directly.  After 4 or more days of being 
absent, you may call or email the office, 
preferably before 9:00am, to request 
homework.   

6. For an extended absence from school 
(minimum 5 days), you may request that your 
student receive Independent Study. This must 
be requested by the parent, at least 5 school 
days in advance.  Contact Mr. Dee at 
zdee@petk12.org for more information. 



  

 

      DATES TO REMEMBER*                                    

FEBRUARY 

• 7
th
  - Walk/Roll to School 

•  
9

th
 - Valentine’s Dance, 6:00-8:00pm 

• 12
th
 - NO SCHOOL – Lincoln’s Holiday  

13
th
 - Board of Ed (BOE) mtg 6:00-9:00pm @   

              District Office 

• 15
th 

- Pennies for Patients starts 

       - Coffee with the Principal & School Tour, 

              9:30-10:30am in Conference Room 

• 19
th
 - NO SCHOOL – Washington’s Holiday 

• 21
st
 -  Sixth Grade Academy (SGA) Tour, 8:45- 

         10:15am 
            - ELAC meeting, 6:00-7:30pm in Library 

• 22
nd

 - End of Grading Period 

• 23
rd

 - Shadow Day 

• 27
th
 - Board of Ed (BOE) mtg 6:00-9:00pm @   

              District Office 

MARCH 

• 8
th
- 9

th
- Spring Portraits/8

th
 Grade Promotion  

            Portraits 

• 13
th
 - Site Council meeting, 3:00-4:00pm, PJHS    

          Admin. Conference Room  

       - Board of Ed (BOE) mtg 6:00-9:00pm at 

         District Office 

• 15
th
 - Coffee with the Principal & School Tour, 

              9:30-10:30am in Conference Room 

• 16
th
 - Pennies for Patients ends   

• 19
th
 - 23

rd
 - NO SCHOOL - Spring Break 

• 26
th
 - School resumes –“A-Day” 

• 29
th
 - All City Chorale Festival, 7:00-9:00pm 

 

APRIL 

• 6th - PEF Giants Game @ AT&T Park (with  

        PJHS Chorus/Band & KJHS band performing 

        National Anthem) 

• 9
th
 - 8

th
 & 9

th
 grade election forms available 

• 10
th 

- Board of Ed (BOE) mtg 6:00-9:00pm at 

              District Office 

• 12
th
 - End of Grading Period 

• 19
th
 - 8

th
 & 9

th
 grade election forms due 

       - Coffee with the Principal & School Tour, 

               9:30-10:30am in Conference Room 

• 24
th
 - Board of Ed (BOE) mtg 6:00-9:00pm at 

              District Office 
*dates & times subject to change 


